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In 1860 and 1861 representatives of the people of the 
Southern States assembled in conventions, and took back 
the powers their forefathers had delegated to the Federal 
Union. These powers reverted to the respective States, 
which became, in fact, free and independent republics. Dur- 
ing that brief period between the dissolution of the Union 
and the formation of the Confederate States, many interest- 
ing things happened which have since been forgotten be- 
cause of the magnitude of events which later crowded 
upon the scene. And yet those quiet days, like eddies at 
the edge of a swift river, must be explored by the historian 
if he hopes to acquire a complete grasp of the story of the 
1860’s (and that story is woefully incomplete even after 
four-score years). With this thought in mind, I add small 
bits of information that they may be fitted into the grand 
pattern by able pens of the future. 


MUNROE pD’ANTIGNAC. 
Griffin, Georgia. 
Dec. 8, 1944. 
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GEORGIA’S NAVY—1861 


The convention of the people of Georgia adopted the Ordi- 

nance of Secession Saturday, January 19, 1861. The Presi- 
dent of the Convention said it was his privilege and pleas- 
ure to declare that the State of Georgia was free, sovereign 
and incependent.! 
The following Monday a resolution was offered, and 
adopted, which provided for pay and rank of Army and 
Navy officers. All citizens of Georgia “impelled by patriotic 
impulses” to resign from the Federal service and return 
to their native State were to be allowed the same rank and 
were to receive the same pay which they received in the 
Army or Navy of the United States. 

Qn Friday, Jan. 25th, the Convention adopted a resolu- 
tion providing for the procurement of three steamers ‘for 
the defense of the State.” These, or at least two of them, 
were to be the rather modest navy of the independent 
and sovereign state of Georgia. 

One of the witnesses of Georgia’s withdrawal from the 
Union was John McIntosh Kell, of Darien, an officer with 
some twenty years of brilliant service in the old Union 
Navy. After the passage of the Ordinance he went to his 
hotel, wrote out his resignation within the hour, and tele- 
graphed it to Washington. Upon its acceptance he offered 
his services to Governor Joseph E. Brown, commander-in- 
chief of the Army and Navy of Georgia. Thus Kell was 
probably the first Georgian to take this patriotic step.? 

Governor Brown accepted Kell’s services, and commis- 
sioned him to proceed to Savannah, purchase a steamer, 
take command of her, and hold himself in readiness for 
harbor and coast defense. 

Mrs. Kell was formerly Miss Blanche Munroe, daughter 
of N. C. Munroe, a banker of Macon. While her husband 
served his native State she and their two small sons and 
a daughter visited Kell’s mother and sisters at Darien. His 
letters at rather frequent intervals, form a good account 
of the activities of the Georgia Navy, since his little steam- 
er composed half of it. 

On February 4th, Georgia joined the Confederate States 


‘Journal of the Convention, Milledgeville, 1861. 
“Recollections of a Naval Life, by John McIntosh Kell, 
Neale & Co., Washington, 1900. 
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of America, but the naval vessels provided for by the Con- 
vention remained under Governor Brown’s orders until a 
much later period. Indeed, it was about February 25th be- 
fore Kell was able to negotiate for the first steamer of 
Georgia’s Navy. From Savannah, Sunday, Feb. 24, 1861, 
he wrote his wife at Darien: 


“The Everglade returned here today and I believe now 
has all her papers correct, so that the purchase will prob- 
ably be closed tomorrow. I will take immediate command, 
and hope to get off the middle or latter part of the week. 
Will be at Darien as soon as possible. She is to be called 
the ‘Savannah.’ I have already 25 men shipped, and will 
probably make up the 50 before I leave.” 


Then on February 28th, he wrote: 


“I took command of the steamer Savannah this after- 
noon, with officers and men numbering 45. I have only 
three watch officers, Midshipmen Armstrong, Hooper, and 
Merriwether, but I hope to have Lieutenant Armstrong be- 
fore we sail. I am making every exertion to leave here by 
Monday or Tuesday next, but find so many repairs and out- 
tits to be made that it wiil be as much as I can possibly 
do to be ready by that time. I am occupied every moment 
of the time but hope in a reW days to get things regu- 
lated.” 


Then another letter dated “Steamer Savannah,” Savan- 
nah, March 3, 1861, shows that things did get regulated. 
He writes: 


“After a quiet and comfortable day I sit down to have a 
chat with you before retiring, for you and our loved little 
ones have been with me in thoughts most of this Sabbath 
day. This morning I attended Christ Church in company 
with Morris, and enjoyed a most delightful sermon by our 
good Bishop (Stephen Elliott). This afternoon I attended 
the Presbyterian Church with the McIntoshes, and re- 
turned on board at sunset. I hope to hear from you tomor- 
row. Direct your letters to the Steamer Savannah, instead 
of to the Pulaski House.” 
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The next letter has an interesting heading: 


“Georgia Naval Steamer Savannah. 
Savannah, March 5th, ’61.”’ 

“T sit me down in the quiet evening after a busy and 
fatigueing day, as usual, to have a chat with you. It is 
now eleven o’clock, it has been a pleasant bracing day ex- 
cept for a little too much wind. I hope to report the steamer 
ready for service day after tomorrow, when Morris will 
immediately telegraph the Governor. Hope to get off the 
same cay. if so, I may pay you a visit at Darien, by Satur- 
day of this week. I have ordered the music you named, I 
got the sketch book for Sister Hettie, and the syrup and 
cordial for Mary, some small change for Mother, and other 
little ‘chores’ as the Yankees would say.” 


March 6th. 
“T have only time for a hurried line this morning. I in- 
tended sending you the paper with Mr. Lincoln’s inaugural 
address, but in my hurry have left it on board. I do not 
think it is calculated much to intimidate the President of 
our Southern Confederacy.” 


The next letter is to Kell’s father-in-law, N. C. Munroe, 
of Macon, in it he goes into more detail. The date line, too, 
is most interesting: 


Off Blackbeard Isld. March 14, ’61.” 
“Ga. Naval Steamer Savannah, 
“My Dear Sir: 
“Bannie has no doubt written you of my long saiice 
from her, in Savannah, where I hurried on, in ‘obedience 


AE ae orders, a couple of days after 1 had taken her to my 


Mothevr’s. Upon reaching Savannah I found that the steam- 
er had not been purchased, and some delay was caused 
from bad management of her owners in not producing 
some important papers. However, after much telegraphing 
and what not, the purchase was finally brought to a close, 
and I ordered to take command of her, which I did, taking 
with me a full complement of officers and crew. During the 
time of making her papers good, I was kept busily em- 
ployed shipping a crew and organizing and ordering the 
many articles requisite in the several departments of a 
vessel of war. Besides having new material both in men 
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and matter, to work upon, I found that to procure the 
most trifling articles, every shop in the City nearly, would 
have to be searched. I finally made out to get the most need- 


ful articles on board, and reported the steamer ready for 


service on.the 7th inst. when I at once steamed down the 
river about ten miles and awaited further orders. These 
came on the day following (to proceed to Fernandina, Flor- 
ida, ana get two cannon to be brought back to Ft. Pulaski). 
Immediately got under way, and stood to the southward, 
through the inland passage. That night at 12 o’clock I 
came to anchor a mile below Darien, giving Bannie a pleas- 
ant surprise. Felt it my duty to be on board ship and 
away, so took my leave about 12 o’clock that day, the 9th. 
Got underway and steamed down to St. Simon’s Island, 
where I anchored that night within a couple of miles of 
Ft. Brown. The next day being Sunday, I remained at an- 
chor. Having omitted to bring a book of Sermons, I ob- 
served the day on board by reading to the crew a portion 
of the Bible, or rather, having Midshipman Hooper to 
read. He is a member of the Methodist Church, as is also 
Midn. Merriwether. 

“Lt. Armstrong is the only Lieutenant I have on board 
(Richard Fielding Armstrong, of Macon). The above three 
and myself, mess together. The other officers are composed 
of engineers and clerks. ‘The number on board, including 
officers and men, are sixty-one. A formidable body of men 
when I get them well drilled to their arms. The arms con- 
sist of two 12-pound Howitzers, fifty Maynard rifles, cut- 
lasses, pikes, and Colt’s revolvers. 

On Monday morning early I steamed to Brunswick, took 
in wood, and reached my present anchorage, where I have 
since been busily occupied in drilling the men and getting 
the steamer in order.’ 


The next letter, to his wife, is dated: 


“Off Dungeness, Cumberland Isld. 
Steamer Savannah, March 18, 1861. 
“T arrived at this anchorage yesterday afternoon about 
six o’clock and dispatched a messenger to the house for 
Captain Morris, who in a few minutes came down, and soon 
after, a goodly number of ladies and gentlemen, these be- 
ing the guests and household of My. Nightengale, to view 
the Georgia Steamer of War. 
Morris informed me that he had been to Fernandina and 
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ascertained that the Governor of Florida had to be com- 
municated with before the guns could be delivered, and 
that there was no chance of hearing before two o'clock 
(today). I concluded to remain here last night and will go 
over to Fernandina this morning. I took tea and spent 
the evening at Mr. Nightengale’s, and was glad to find there 
an opportunity of observing the day. We had a pleasant 
service by a minister from Fernandina. Mr. N. was very 
hospitable, pressed my making them frequent visits. It 
was too late for me to see the gardens and grounds, which 
are said to be magnificent. I will send this by Clelia Troup. 
Fondest love,” ete. 


The mission to Fernandina, as will appear later, was 
fruitless, but on the return trip he wrote: 


(Monday evening) “A very black and threatening cloud 
made its appearance in the western sky late in the after- 
noon, and rapidly covered the heavens, by 8 o’clock it be- 
came so very dark I had to anchor under the north point 
of Sapelo Island. Finding it bright and clear the next 
morning, I got underway and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon 
I anchored off old. Sunbury, the home of my childhood. 
(Kell’s father was a native of Sunbury). The terror-strick- 
en inhabitants were sure the Yankees were upon them... . 

“One man took to the woods, and not until I went on 
shore and made myself known would they believe them- 
selves safe.’”? 


In the next short note we find that Georgia’s naval 
strength doubled, for the pees steamer entered briefly 
upon ‘the scene. 


Savannah, March 22. 
. “My Precious Wife: 

“T have just arrived this moment in the City. Will write 
tonight more fully. Commodore Tattnall is here, and I am 
to report to him tomorrow.* Morris’ steamer, the Huntress, 


3Recollections of a Naval Life. 

4The venerable Commodore was on Feb. 28th commis- 
sioned “Senior Flag-Officer of the Georgia Navy.” He was 
at a distant point when the State seceded, hence his delay 
in reaching Savannah. 
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has arrived, and he will probably get off from here in the 
course of a week. Hope I shall get off on Monday.” 


Then a more newsy letter that same day to N. C. Munroe: 


“Georgia Naval Steamer Savannah. 
Savannah, March 22, 1861. 
“My Dear Sir: 

. Bannie wrote you, I suppose, of my parting with 
her on a mission to Fernandina to take guns from Fort 
Clinch to Fort Pulaski. But Governor Perry of Florida, 
refused to let us have them upon the grounds that he had 
good use for them himself, which information I telegraphed 
to Governor Brown, and was ordered by him to return 
without them. I got underway and steamed as far as 
Sapelo Island last night, where I anchored. Came on here 
today. I find that the Governor has just arrived, and also 
Commodore Tattnall within a day or two past. Neither 
of whom have I had the opportunity of calling upon, as 
they were engaged. Commodore T. has assumed command 
of our Naval Coast Guard, under commission from the 
Confederate States, I imagine. We will be transferred to 
the same Government shortly, so you are correct in your 
supposition that the State would transfer us at the proper 
time. I question my good fortune of retaining my com- 
mander’s commission. Should I be continued in my posi- 
tion even as Lieutenant. commanding, I shall be fully satis- 
fied. But this is eccnjecture. A week or two more will no 
doubt establish my position. 

“Commodore Tattnall is to inspect this steamer, and the 
one purchased by Mr. Hall, which arrived here a couple 
of days since, to pronounce upon their fitness for coast 
service. If this boat is retained it will have to have her 
upper saloon taken off, and even then will never be a good 
sea-boat, but will be well adapted to inland navigation and 
to run along the coast in moderate weather. 

I think I can show the Commodore, upon his visit, a 
well-drilled company of men for the time I have had them. 
They are generally well behaved, and with a little longer 
service will be well-disciplined and effective.” 


Then a letter to Mrs. Kell, dated: 


“Ga. Naval Steamer Savannah. 
Savh. March 25, 1861. 
. I attended Christ Church yesterday morning, but 
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was disappointed in not hearing the Bishop. Then took din- 
ner at the McIntoshes with sister Hettie, and in the aft- 
ernoon attended the Presbyterian Church. Heard Mr. Axson, 
whose preaching I like very much. 

“Commodore Tattnall is to visit us, and I hope tomor- 
row or the day after I shall be off on my cruising ground. 
Be assured that my anchorage off the Lower Bluff ( Darien) 
will be reached as soon as possible.” 


Another note the same day, March 25th, 1861, expresses 
anxiety over the illness of his small son, and advises that 
he “will take Commodore Tattnall to Fort Pulaski tomor- 
row.” 


The last letter from Commander Kell of the Georgia Navy 
is dated: 


“Georgia Naval Steamer Savannah. 
Brunswick, April 13, 1861. 

(To his wife.) 

_ “Brailsford Troup, who accompanied me from Savannah, 
promises to send this over to you, so I take advantage of 
the opportunity to communicate my arrival at quarter of 
one today. I am now busy wooding up, and this evening 
will run down to the Island and anchor for the night. If 
the Company (The Jackson Artillery) is ready to come on 
board I will proceed at once with them to Savannah. I think 
it more than likely that I will be dispatched immediately 
back to Sunbury to convey the remains of our dear old 


Cousin. (Commodore James McKay McIntosh). I shall 


probably be in Sunbury on Tuesday.” 


Concerning these activities Kell records the following 
in his book: 


(Early in April) “While at Brunswick I received orders 
from Commodore Tattnall to proceed to Savannah. Upon 
my return I received orders to go at once to St. Simon's 
Island and take the Jackson Artillery from that point to 
Savannah. This company was from Macon, commanded by 
Captain Theodore Parker, First Liteutenant Charles Nisbet. 
Officers and men were the flower and chivalry of Georgia’s 
Central City. Dr. Matauer was the efficient young surgeon, 
James T. Nisbet, Lucius M. Lamar, the Blooms, and many 
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of Macon’s favorite sons, belonged to this company that 
were ‘illustrating Georgia.’ I landed them with guns, equip- 
ment and baggage, in safety at Savannah. The following 
day I received orders to proceed to Sunbury, taking on 
board my. steamer (from Savannah) to that point the re- 
mains of Commodore James McKay McIntosh, which had 
been brought from Pensacola by his nephew Lachlan H. 
McIntosh. Through the interest of his native state and by 
act of the Legislature the remains. were to find resting 
place in the burial ground of his ancestors in old Midway 
Churchyard, Liberty County. 

“T had two or three more trips southward, including an- 
other pleasant Sunday on Cumberland Island with my 
friend, Mr. Nightengale, and family.” 


Returning to the letter of April 13, it ends on an omi- 
nous note: 


“T learn upon my arrival here (Brunswick) this morn- 
ing, that Fort Sumter has been taken, and credit the report, 
as the rumors from Charleston yesterday indicated some 
decided action.” 


And with the usual ending, “love to all at home, and 
fondest kisses to our precious little ones, and dearest love 
to yourself” . . . thus ends our brief view of life in Geor- 
gia’s Navy. Upon Kell’s return to Savannah there were 
“confidential orders’ from the Confederate States Govern- 
ment to report to Captain Raphael Semmes at New Orleans, 
without delay. | 

These patriots, Semmes as Commander, Kell as First 
Lieutenant and Executive Officer, and R. F. Armstrong as 
Second Lieutenant, made records which speak for them- 
selves on the Confederate Cruiser Sumter, and later on 
the Alabama, greatest sea-raider of all time. These God- 
fearing and home-loving men chose to stand by their home- 
land when the fateful hour of secession came, even as 
George Washington did when the Colonies seceded from 
the British Empire. They were Genounced as traitors even 
as George Washington was denounced as a traitor. Indeed, 
the Southern patriot of 1861 was on firmer ground, con- 
stitutionally, than the patriot of 1776. Some day historians 
will perceive the folly of their usual way of telling the 
story of the ’60’s. 
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The “C.S.S. Savannah” is mentioned briefly in the Offi- 
cial Records (Union and Confederate Navies). She _ per- 
formed creditably against greatly superior forces, and was 
commanded for a time by Tattnall. The Savannah was un- 
(latteringly described as a paddle-wheel river boat. A 
“CSS. Huntress” is briefly mentioned, too, in the Records. 
Whether Georgia ever acquired the third vessel authorized 
by the Convention is doubtful. Very probably the Confed- 
erate States had taken over the responsibility of coast de- 
tense before such a vessel could be procured. 

Some years after the war Captain Kell received a letter 
from Commodore Tattnall’s son. This letter speaks volumes 
of the high character and sacrifice of the patriots who 
elected to stand by their families, friends and neighbors of 
their native States, when secession came: 


“Savannah, April 7, 1879. 
“My Dear Kell: 

“Your reply to my letter, to you, of the 25th ultimo is 
just received. I can readily understand how, at the first 
glance, the suggestion I have thrown out to my ex-brother 
officers (of the Old Navy) should strike you unpleasantly. 
The U. S. Government, until the steady progress of the 
Democratic party to power commenced, has been so brutal 
‘in act, and disloyal to the Constitution in spirit, that to a 
Southern man, political affiliation either direct or indirect, 
with it, has been quite nauseating. The Country and the 
Constitution, however, were only to be saved by Southern 
statesmen and people making the best of it. The result of 
Georgia’s prompt action has been to free her, among the 
first, from the grasp of the Republican party. 

“Had Georgians waited for a miraculous, or an otherwise 
brought about, softening of the Radical heart, and an aban- 
donment of wrong-doing by the Republican party, we should 
have been politically, as we were in ’65, and have deserved 
our lot. Our Sovereign, the State of Georgia, accepted the 
amendments to the Constitution including that which pro- 
nounced the resigned Military and Naval officers of ‘61 
guilty of treason, and therefore, disfranchised until par- 
doned by act of Congress upon an application for oblivion 
on the part of such ex-officials. With this record before 
us I think we are quite (with honor) at liberty to seek 
restoration to our professional cast. Particularly that now, 
a Democratic Senate and House rule the Country, and a 
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return to overwhelming Republican majorities and Bloody 
Shirt Presidents can hardly occur. There can be no more 
discredit in representing Georgia on the Naval retired list 
than in doing so on the roll of either the U. S. Senate or 
the Lower House of Congress. We cannot prevent a return 
of bad government, or the retention of bad manners in 
official quarters by sitting down in the ashes and pro- 
nouncing the political and official waters too filthy for us 
to attempt to cleanse them. If we, Southern men, keep aloof 
from all the Departments of the General Government, how 
can we complain of their executive impurities! General 
Grant and General Grant’s men can only be prevented from 
setting the Republican party up again by a determination 
to have the State-Rights Democratic party—or any other 
party recognizing the cardinal Constitutional doctrine of 
State-Rights represented in every branch of the General 
Government, Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. I can- 
not see any more imovbropriety (taking into consideration 
all I have above stated) in serving Georgia in the military 
branches than in those of the civil service, particularly as 
a repeal of the law making it possible to employ the former 
in a regulation of the elections is as certain as the rising 
of tomorrow’s sun. 


“Should you feel an insuperable repugnance to profit, in- 
dividually, by a favorable result of our efforts to effect a 
restoration to the retired list of the Navy, I am sure that 
your clearly expressed sympathy with the undertaking, 
so far as your friends are concerned, will warrant your act- 
ing in their behalf, and permitting your influence to be 
exerted, at the proper time, on Georgia’s Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress to aid in passing the law for a 
restoration, although you may, even then, refuse to profit 
by its enactments. Please oblige us by giving an early 
reply to this letter and very sincere will be our thanks to 
you. The ex-officers from Georgia and those now residing 
within her borders who have joined with me in this under- 
taking are Julian Myers, Henry Myers, John D. Johnson, 
and Q. Kinnard. 


Yours Very Sincerely, 
JNO. R. F. TATTNALL. 
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